FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


In late June a goods train derailed on the Orbost line, maybe not 
real big news but is this the start of the end for the line beyond 
Bairnsdale. There has been a lack of maintenance in recent times 
with an increase in derailments causing a dropping of the speed 
on the line. 

There seems to be a policy now that ifa line seems uneconomi- 
cal, you drop the level of maintenance on it until it gets that bad 
it will cost too much to overhaul so you can close it. The Healsvi- 
les and Daylesford lines were good examples of this. How long 
will it be before the Skipton and Timboon lines face the same 
fate? 

It is common knowledge that the condition of country lines has 
dropped dramatically since most of the local gangs of fettlers 
were removed and they were replaced with flying gangs and 
modern machinery. To keep a track properly maintained you 
should work on defects as soon as they happen, not leave them 
until the gang comes back to the area. 

One of the side effects of poorly kept track is the money that 
has to be spent unnecessarily on the maintenance of rollingstock 
that is shaken about so badly it virtually falls apart. 

_ Let us hope the level of safety does not drop to the point where 
a passenger train derails and the only cause is lack of mainte- 
nance to the track. 


Front Cover: Steam Crane No. 2 and ‘Polly’, formerly 
Steam Crane No. 3, now restored to its original condi- 
tion (see article page 200). Both locos are on display at 
the Williamstown Railway Museum. (Photos Neil 
Pearson and V/Line) 
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Opposite above: X36-S311 roll into Dunolly past yard 
pilot Y154, on an empty wheat train bound for Ingle- 
wood and beyond. 1040, Fri.30.12.83. (Graham 
Withers) 


Opposite below: T355-T339 begin the climb up Bealiba 
Bank with a maximum load to Dunolly. Thurs.29.12.83.. 
(Greg King) 
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PO EERE 
Melbourne — Sydney Up-Grade Plans 


Who of us can remember the holiday periods when the 
evening preceeding Easter or Christmas holidays at 
least five passenger trains left Spencer St station for 
Sydney with the Southern Auroraand Spirit of Progress 
built up to maximum loads, when a relief /nter-Capital 
Daylight ran and the Daylight built up to a maximum 
of eight sitting cars with two buffet cars operating or 
even when the Daylight ran on Sundays during the 
holiday periods. Those days have long gone. Even now 
on the holiday periods the Aurora is lucky to be a full 
consist, only one sleeper on the Spirit of Progress and 
the addition of one sitting car on the Daylight to build 
the load up to six cars and no extra trains to or from 
Sydney or Melbourne. 


With the introduction of cheaper air fares and cheap 
coach travel the railways have steadily lost ground in 
the interstate passenger market. Combined with the 
frequent industrial troubles which have prevailed in 
NSW for quite lengthy periods and the out-moded 
rollingstock on the Sydney - Melbourne corridor there 
has been very little opportunity to improve the service. 
Caper fares were introduced over 12 months ago and a 
slight improvement has been shown but no where near 
the figures of past years. 


Plans are now in hand to acquire new rollingstock for 
the Sydney - Melbourne corridor, plus upgrade the 
shoddy condition of a number of standard gauge sleep- 
ing, dining and club cars. 


By August 1985, an XPT service is expected to be in 
operation between Sydney and Melbourne, arriving 
into Melbourne on Saturday evenings and returning to 
Sydney on Sunday mornings, connecting with the 


North Coast trains out of Sydney that night. This con- 
nection is long overdue and should have been done 
years ago. 

Also by August 1985, 16 carriages from the 
Southern Aurora (one complete train) will be for- 
warded to Newport Workshops for rejuvenation and 
overhaul. This will involve new interior designs to 
bring the cars into the 80s as these cars are nearly 25 
years old and a number are in a shoddy and dirty condi- 
tion. This work is expected to be completed in approx- 
imately nine months. 

These cars will be used to form an ‘up-market’ ser- 
vice offering ‘Orient Express’ type service to the tra- 
veller in terms of a quality a la carte menu, quality 
wines and up-market staff attention. Fare for this ser- 
vice is expected to be approximately $150 each way. 
The market the railways are hoping to attract to this 
train is the tour market topped up with the business 
traveller. Anticipated introduction is expected to be 
mid-1986 and will depart Melbourne at approximately 
19 30 on Tuesday, Thursday and Sundays to arrive 
into Sydney at approximately 08 30 the following day. 
If demand warrants it the frequency will be extended to 
six or seven nights as more cars are refurbished. 

From the time the one Southern Aurora set is with- 
drawn for upgrading until the introduction of the new 
service the existing Southern Aurora will continue to 
operate on the existing timetable but with reduced con- 
sist of only five or six sleeping cars. 

The upgraded train will not be called Southern 
Aurora but by a new name yet to be decided on, at the 
moment it is being called the “Southern Cross’ to dis- 
tinguish it from the Aurora. The name Southern 


Near the end of its journey from Sydney, 42217 approaches Sunshine on 27.4.84 with the Spirit of Progress. 
(Terry Dexter) 
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GM28 near Kilmore East with the Down /ntercapital Daylight on Sat.27.4.85. (John Dare) 


eure will disappear from timetables and in time will 
just be memories. 


| The Intercapital Daylight and the Spirit of Progress 
will be replaced by high speed XPT trains and are 
‘expected to cut the journey time between Sydney and 
‘Melbourne to approximately 10 hours. These should 
be fully operational by early 1987 and will be a second 
generation XPT in that they will have improved seating 
and catering facilities — possibly a dining car instead of 
the atrocious take-away service now on offer. 


Whether the railways are able to grab a larger slice of 
the interstate passenger market than at present when 
the new trains are in operation we can only wait and 
see and hope. This is possibly the last attempt by the 
railways and if it does not succeed it would be better to 
get out of this market all together and concentrate on 
the interstate freight business. This needs to be exp- 
lained to staff and the various railway unions, as the 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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frequent strikes which have occured in NSW over the 
last few years must have had a bearing on the declining 
number of passengers travelling. These strikes of 
anything from one day to 17 days duration do not fall 
into the category of a reliable service especially if they 
occur during peak holidays which has been the case. 
The standard gauge track between Albury and 
Melbourne needs major upgrading, although V/Line 
management do not agree but maybe when a 
passenger train ends up in the dirt because of the state 
of the track something will finally be done to bring it to 
a decent standard. 

If the railways can offer the travelling public an 
attractive service in regard to fares, departure and 
arrival times at Sydney and Melbourne and a reliable 
service not troubled by industrial problems such as no 
catering service because of union bans or crew shor- 
tages, we may yet see five passenger trains per day 
leaving for Sydney in a few years’ time. 


If YOU are interested in Railways why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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| Opposite above: ANR Alcos 934-930 cross Melton Viaduct with the 14 00 Down Serviceton Express Goods. 
Sat.8.6.85. (John Dare) 


Opposite eo No. 9146 Up Serviceton Goods headed by 931-932 round the Parwan Curve. Tues.4.6.85. 
(John Dare. 


Above: 938-935-940 on 9130 Up Jet, pour on the power after picking up the staff at Parwan Loop. 08 28, 
| Thurs.25.4.85. (Graham Withers) 


Below: 931-932 refuge at Bungaree Loop with 9146 Up Serviceton Goods, as B74 overtakes with the 14 45 
Up Ballarat Pass. Tues.4.6.85. (John Dare) 
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Steam Crane ‘Polly’ 


The Williamstown Council decided to make their 
Annual Festival and Australia Day Procession a bigger 
event this year as it is Victoria’s 150th Anniversary. 

A member of the Museum Committee and local 
resident, Graeme Precious, graciously volunteered to 
attend a meeting at Williamstown to plan the events 
for the Australia Day weekend. This is where the idea 
of having locomotive Z526 in the procession was 
formed. It was a very appropriate decision as this 
ce was the first built at the Newport Workshops in 
1893. 

It had a very unusual career, being converted to a 
crane locomotive, and assisting with derailments, lift- 
ing, etc. around the North Melbourne Locomotive 
Depot area. It was known to all railwaymen and 
railfans alike as ‘Polly’, and as well known was its pip- 
squeak whistle. 

When senior members of this Society approached 
Mr George Brown to obtain assistance to form the 
Railway Museum, he agreed at that time, that this 
locomotive Crane No.3 when withdrawn from service, 
would be converted back to its original form for display 
at the Museum. This engine was never placed in the 
Museum. 

At a later date, The Science Museum, now the 
Museum of Victoria, and the Railways combined to 


Steam Crane ‘Polly’, at South Dynon Loco. 14.4.72. (Robert Carlisle) 


N. PEARSON 


convert it back as a locomotive, with the intention of 
placing it on display in a glass case near the Cable 
Tram, outside the Russell St entrance of the Museum 
of Victoria. The Railway Museum Committee at least 
readily agreed to this request as the locomotive was the 
property of the Railways. Council later agreed to the 
Museum’s recommendation after some controversy. 


The restoration was a credit to the Railways and the 
men who planned and worked on the project. There 
are still a few improvements to be made before it is 
placed on display, probably later this year. 


The Railway Museum Committee appreciates the 
assistance given by V/Line, The Museum of Victoria 
and Keagh Transport Pty Ltd of Spotswood, all of 
whom made the display possible and successful. Once 
again the efforts of the Museum workers deserve high 
praise for keeping the image of the Society and the 
Museum at its high level. 


HISTORY OF LOCOMOTIVE | 
Built 30.6.1893 — Converted to a Crane Locomotive, 
No.3 (better known as ‘Polly’) 23.1.1904 — With- 
drawn from service 16.6.1978 — Reconverted and 
restored as Z526 in August 1981. 
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Former Steam Crane, now reconverted to Z526 poses in front of the clock tower at Newport Workshops on 


Fri.25.1.85 prior to taking part in the Williamstown Australia Day display. (John Dare) 


JULY 1985 


The Darwin Rail Link 


The RAAF’s northern plans include the development 
of facilities at Derby in Western Australia that will 
further improve the service’s infrastructure in the 
region as well as a close study of airfield needs in the 
Cape York area. However, the main activity will be the 
setting up of a base for the F/A-18 Hornet tactical 
fighters at Tindal, near Katherine, in the Northern 
Territory rather than Darwin. Tindal is regarded as the 
more suitable base site because it is more secure 
strategically, out of the cyclone belt and better suited to 
fighter operations. Tindal will attract wide publicity 
attention in upcoming months, some of it stimulated 
by supporters of building an Alice Springs - Darwin rail 
link. 

The substantial value of the rail link as a deterrent to 
any medium or high level threat in northern Australia 
was Spelt out in a study published in late October last 
year by the Strategic and Defence Studies at the 
Australian National University, Canberra. 

The study, which is being published early this year as 
a paperback by George Allen and Unwin under the 
title ‘Proposed Alice Springs to Darwin Railway’, was 
compiled by‘Dr Desmond Ball, head of the SDSC, Col- 
onel Joel Langtry (ret) the centre’s executive officer, 
and Major-General J D Stevenson (ret). 

The proposal calls for building a standard gauge rail 
line over the 1440 km between Alice Springs and Dar- 
win. The route selected is made up of three segments 
— 470 km from Alice Springs to Tennant Creek. 650 
km from Tennant Creek to Katherine and 320 km 
from Katherine to Darwin. Twenty-tonne axle load 
freight traffic could operate on the track proposed at 
80-100 km/h and passenger trains at top speeds of 110- 
140 km/h depending on the type of rollingstock used. 

If construction were to begin this year, rail services 
could be expected to reach Tennant Creek by 1989, 
Katherine by 1992 and Darwin the following year. But 
in an emergency the building time could be cut to less 
than five years. 

The study says the construction cost would be 
around $578 million at June 1983 prices, with a further 
initial requirement of $176 million for rollingstock and 
other equipment bringing the total initial investment of 


Excerpt from Pacific Defence Reporter, February 1985. 


$654 million. Against this would be a direct ‘fiscal 
drawback’ of about $120 million through taxation and 
other duties as well as other savings (such as reduced 
unemployment benefit payments) of over $100 million 
making the net government outlay around $430 mil- 
lion. 


The study contines: 

Whether or not the railway would be a financially 
viable operation depends on assumptions with 
respect to projected freight volumes and whether it 
is expected to meet the initial capital costs and the 
capital service costs. Traditionally, railways in 
Australia have not been required to recover their 
initial capital costs. 


It their conclusions, the authors state: 
The defence value of the railway is undoubtedly very 
substantial. It would contribute significantly to the 
detering of any major threat to Australia and it 
would be essential in the event that the Australian 
defence force was required to meet any medium or 
high level threat in northern Australia. As the 
Department of Defence submitted to the Prime 
Minister in March 1984 in the circumstances of a 
major defence contingency in the north, and par- 
ticularly one in which coastal shipping could not be 
guaranteed, ‘a durable inland route could have 
inestimable value’. In these circumstances, the Alice 
Springs - Darwin railway ‘would provide greater 
defence value than would be available from upgrad- 
ing the existing road route’. Although it is possible 
to quantify some of the tonnages that would be 
required in contingent circumstances, the defence 
value of the railway cannot be quantified any more 
than the social and developmental aspects. It is clear, 
however, that the defence value is extremely high. 
Taken together with the substantial social and 
developmental benefits, it would certainly be more 
than sufficient to offset any shortfall that might 
obtain with respect to the financial viability of the| 
project. Given this more comprehensive perspec: | 
tive, the proposed railway thus warrants strong 
national endorsement. 


Wheat Extra No. 208 is silhouetted against the sunset as it leaves Clunes behind T398-T342-S306-S301 20 10, 
Fri.1.3.85. (Graham Withers) 
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Above: 42205 waits at Sunshine Loop with the 0430 Up 
Albury Goods as X47-931 pass with the Up Overland. 
Sun.5.2.84 (John Dare) 


Below: 42215 powers through Kilmore East on the Up Spirit of 
Progress O08 41, Wed.7.3.84. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Performance of R767 to Bendigo - 


This trip, the first Steamrail has run over a steeply 
graded main line with a good passenger load and crews 
who can still remember how to handle a steam loco, 
brought back a lot of memories of the days before 
diesels. Load was 8/310 VR tons, the weather was fine 
and the engine performed right up to a good average 
standard, with a nice hard even exhaust note. 


During stops, checks were made to see that recently 
fitted bearings were not running hot, and a general 
inspection showed everything to be OK on R761. 


No attempt was made to provide a spectacular run, 
prudence being the watch word. With the speed limit of 
50 mph (80 km/h) because of the wooden-bodied cars 
and using only moderate cut-offs mainly between 9” 
and 12/2” (32% or 45%) most of the time, maximum 
power recorded was 1620 rail horsepower (rhp) at 46 
mph. 


Good runs in the past have shown that an R can 
average around 1850 rhp at 45 mph, and up to 1950, 
without dropping water level, or boiler pressure, but 
such peak outputs require good coal, a good crew, and 
rat cut-off operation around 14” to 16” (50% to 

0). 


Only one incident occurred on the standing start run 
from Castlemaine to the exit of the Elphinstone tun- 
nel, a steady climb averaging 1 in 51 for 6.3 miles, the 
engine stalled in the tunnel due to priming. The last 
two miles of this grade is 1 in 50, and the speed drop- 
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ped from 20 mph to 13 mph before entering the tunnel 
indicating that something was not right. 

In the attached table, station to station average 
grades and speeds are shown, with the actual grade cor- 
rected for the gain or loss in momentum by the 
‘velocity head’ (vh) formula vh = .035V2, where vh is 
in feet and V is in mph. Any gain in speed and 
therefore momentum, is an addition to the actual rise 
between station elevations, therefore increasing the 
‘virtual’ grade. Conversely, any loss of speed reduces 
the virtual grade. 

Thanks go to the crews for recording through station 
speeds and cut-offs — also boiler pressure, which was 
steady most of the time between 190 psi and 200 psi. 

The speeds at the end of each steep section of grade. 
were also recorded by counting exhaust beats for 15 
seconds converted to mph for the R’s 72” driver. This 
is number of wheel revolutions x .86 eg. 28 beats in 15 
secs = .86 x 28 = 24 mph — and is based on the fact 
that all wheels rotate at 336 rpm at ‘diameter’ speed in | 
inches. | 

In most cases the momentum should be run out on 
the longer grades of the Bendigo line at the crest of the 
grade, but the very good run over the Divide up the | 
Macedon bank with 24.0 mph (loco speed) over the | 
top of this 2’%2 mile 1 in 52 pull, may contain some 
momentum, as the rail horsepower at 1520 ‘looks’ | 
high compared with the other figures on lesser grade. | 
Cut-off was out to 15", with boiler pressure holding at 
200 psi. | 
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steamrail 8th April 1985 aeasbor 


Above: During a test run to Woodend R761 is turned on the turntable. Wed.19.1 2.84. (Ken Parkes) 


Left: R761’s exhaust echoes through the trees as it storms up Macedon Bank in true Hudson style during the 
National Trust excursion to Bendigo and Inglewood. Sun.14.4.85. (John Dare) 


R761 STEAMRAIL TRIP TO BENDIGO — 8.4.1985 
Weather: Fine Load: 8/310 VR tons Estimated gross: 480 tons 


Speed (mph) 


Distance (miles) Start to finish Virtual TE Cut-off 
Location Average Grade Average Grade (Ibs) RHP (inches) 

St Albans - 3.82 45-50 142 13200 1620 9-6 
Sydenham 162 46.0 

| Sydenham - 5.43 50-40 105 14900 1590 6-9 
Diggers Rest 93 40.1 
‘Sunbury - 7.54 0-43 92 15200 1100 21-9, 
| Clarkefield 109 27.1 

'Clarkefield - 4.02 43-45* 148 12100 1330 9-12 
| Riddells Creek 154 41.1 

| Riddells Creek - 4.54 28-40 67 19500 1345 12 

| Gisborne 74 25.9 

Milepost 37 - 56 21.5 56 22200 1275 12 
Milepost 384 57 24.8 57 21100 1460 13 

| Gisborne - 3.46 40-43 129 13600 1610 12 

| Macedon 140 44.4 

Macedon - 3.10 43-24 81 17200 1570 12 
Milepost 46'4 67 32.7 

RETURN JOURNEY 

| Kangaroo Flat - 4.20 40-20 91 15500 1210 9M 

| Tunnel 78 29.2 

Milepost 93%4 56 20.0 56 222000 1180 12% 
Ravenswood - 4.80/88 50-25/35 110 13900 1390 = 

| Milepost 851/2 57 25 57 222000 1480 12% 


|*Estimated speed through Riddells Creek without temporary speed restrictions — actual speed 28 mph. 
| Rolling resistance: lb/ton = -035V*. V = mph. 


JULY 1985 205 


X 


XX 


x) 


a 


A) 


INU, 


KY) 
LN 


. 


oe 


Many hands make light work. Y112 is gently lowered onto a lowloader at the Ballarat Civic Centre during its 
journey to Ballarat East Loco Depot where work will commence on restoring the 96 year old loco back to 
operating condition. The program is expected to take approximately 2 years. Thurs.2.5.85. (John Dare) 
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A ganger waits beside the line at Smythesdale as T359 approaches with the Pittong to Ballarat Goods prior to 
resuming his patrol of the line to Linton. Mon.11.2.85. (John Dare) 
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General News 


Report suggests V/Line cut 2300 staff: V/Line 
should cut its staff by 17 per cent or about 2300 people 
in the next five years as part of a series of measures to 
improve its efficiency, according to a plan released on 
Thurs.6.6. 

The internal V/Line plan warns that without major 
reorganisation its deficit would more than double to 
$500 million by 1988-89. 

The five-year plan was released for discussion by the 
State Government. It paints Victoria’s country rail ser- 
vice as outdated and inefficient. 

Mr Justin Brenan, V/Line’s general manager of cor- 
porate planning and development, warns that without 
big improvements in employee relations to allow 
change ‘‘the future of the organisation is in considera- 
ble doubt’’. The big railway unions are still assessing 
their positions on the plan. 

The plan says that V/Line should recover 100 per 
cent of freight costs and 50 per cent of passenger costs, 
but manages only 55 per cent on freight and 25 per 
cent on passengers. 

The main thrust of the plan is to cut the cost of 
carrying freight, V/Line’s main business. Simply carry- 
ing more freight would not improve the financial posi- 
tion, it says. 

The plan says line closures ‘cannot be ignored” but 
does not specify particular lines. It also says stations 
which do not handle more than 3000 tonnes a year 
might have to be closed. 

To make the freight services more economical, the 
plan recommends — 

* three-man crews should be reduced to two-man. 

* Crew rosters should be reorganised to reduce 
unproductive time, at present about 44 per cent. 

* More powerful locomotives to allow bigger trains. 

* Modern wagons that would not need as much main- 
tenance. (Age) 


Letter buff cops a blast: A railway enthusiast’s comp- 
laint about his letters not being answered has led the 
Ombudsman to complain about the burden of prolific 
letter writers. 

Mr Geschke said in his report he was concerned that 
professional complainants unfairly distracted attention 
from more serious complaints. 

He came to the conclusion after investigating the 
complaint of a rail buff that V/Line had not answered 
all his letters and the replies he did receive were only 
bureaucratic responses. 

Mr Geschke said he called for the files and dis- 
covered the correspondent was one of the most regular 
and persistent letter writers he had come across. 

The enthusiast was constantly making suggestions 
on how the railways could be improved, even to 
recommending timetable changes of a few minutes. 

“‘T believe there is a limit to what resources can be 
devoted to an enthusiast with apparently limitless time 
to pursue his hobby of single-handedly correcting all 
faults in the Victorian railways system’’, Mr Geschke 
said. (Sun) 


Doubt on future of wheat lines: Transport Minister 
Mr Roper has declined to give assurances on the future 
of grain railways in the Wimmera-Mallee. 

He told Member for Lowan and National Party 
spokesman on Transport Mr Bill McGrath in 
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Melbourne recently that he could not provide a clear 
commitment to long-term retention of lines. 

He told Mr McGrath: ‘‘The State Government is 
committed to a substantial investment program for 
grain transport and storage. We expect that the 
program will provide an enhanced and more cost- 
effective service to the grower community as a whole. 

The issues are complex and involve the future of 13 
light-rail lines and many other recommendations. The 
question is unlikely to be resolved quickly, and full 
implementation of the new direction will proceed over 
a number of years. Until the current review of the 
Canac recommendations is completed by the relevant 
authorites, a clear commitment to long-term retention 
of lines cannot be provided.”’ 

On 10th May the Mail-Times reported that a survey 
of Wimmera-Mallee municipalities showed that rail- 
way closures would cost the region more than $30 mil- 
lion in roadworks. 

The survey disclosed that grain traffic transferring 
from rail to road would significantly affect the roads 
concerned. (PJM) 


Freightgate opening: More than 100 guests and coun- 
cillors attended the opening of the new $100,000 
Freightgate centre at Shepparton. The centre was com- 
pleted the week before, and was officially opened 
Mon.29.4, by Chairman and General Manager of V/ 
Line Mr Keith Fitzmaurice. The new centre covers 
2,000 cubic metres, and could handle 500 pallets of 
freight each week. Shepparton was the first of 11 key 
Freightgates to be upgraded. After a demonstration of 
the efficient operation (including loading of goods 
from railway vehicles), V/Line officials treated guests 
to lunch at the Civic Centre. (MT) 


List grows to build bullet train: An international firm 
has joined the growing list of private companies keen 
to develop a ‘‘bullet’’ train between Melbourne and 
Sydney. 

Transrapid International, which has been developing 
magnetic levitation trains in Germany, has been in 
Australia making presentations to companies 
interested in the proposal. 

But according to CSIRO scientist, Dr John Nicolson, 
Transrapid is also interested in high-speed wheel on 
rail technology, the type proposed for the 350 km/h 
bullet train that would cut the 868 km Melbourne - 
Sydney trip to three hours. He said Transrapid’s parent 
company, Thyssen Industries, owned a company 
which built most of the passenger rollingstock used in 
the U.S. It also had a licensing agreement with Com- 
eng, an Australian rollingstock manufacturer and the 
company building Melbourne’s suburban trains and 
trams. | 

‘‘Transrapid’s latest development is a bogie design | 
for German inter-city experimental trains that are 
capable of running at up to 350 km/h’’, Dr Nicolson | 
said. He said it indicated that the technology was 
available now for such a train to operate in Australia. 

Dr Nicolson and fellow CSIRO officials believe 
building could start in 1988 and could be in operation 
by 1995. Dr Nicolson said the plan had the support of 
local councils, regional development bodies and a State 
department of industrial development and 
decentralisation. (Age) 
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“WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Easter observations: A reader has supplied Newsrail 
with some comprehensive observations taken at War- 
‘rmambool over the Easter break. We hope you find 
them of interest. 


Wednesday, 3rd April — 
18 00: 8265 Down pass.: B67-204BS-7BS-226BRS- 
210AS-19CE. 
21 45: 9206 Up goods: B67 load van 
Thursday, 4th April — 
23 45: 9277 Down goods: B80 load van 
06 40: 8236 Up pass.: B80-19CE-210AS-226BRS- 
7BS-204BS 
08 35: 8221 Down pass.: T351-D341-19BN- 
20BRN-21ACN 
12 25: 8256 Up _pass.: 
19BN-D341 
12 35: 8235 Down pass.: 
39ACN-D317 
16 35: 8286 Up pass: B83-D317-39ACN-37BRN- 
16BN 
17 55: 9206 Up goods: Y130-VLCX-VOCX- 
VOCX-VLCX-VLBY-UVCP17 
18 00: 8265 Down pass.: B72-204BS-7BS- 
226BRS-210AS-19CE 
20 15: 8265 Down pass.: X44-N Set 
22 30: Up empty cars: B72-19CE-210AS-226BRS- 
7BS-204BS-cross 8265 at Terang 
Friday, Sth April — 
06 40: 8236 Up pass.: X44-N set 
08 35: 8221 Down pass.: S300-S305-N set 
12 25: 8256 Up pass.: S305-S300-N set 
12 35: 8235 Down pass.: X51-B83-8BN-47BRN- 
9ACN 
18 25: 8265 Down pass.: A78-B84-204BS-7BS- 
226BRS-210AS-19CE 
Saturday, 6th April — 
— 06 40: 8236 Up pass.: B83-X51-B84-A78-9ACN- 
| 47BRN-8BN-19CE-210AS-226BRS-7BS-204BS 
08 35: 8221 Down pass.: S300-S305-23BN- 
35BRN-36ACN-D301 
12 25: 8256 Up pass.: S305-S300-D301-36ACN- 
35BRN-23BN 
18 25: 8265 Down pass.: S317-X37-25BN- 
31BRN-33ACN 
Sunday, 7th April — 
1700: 8280 Up pass.: X37-S317-33ACN-31BRN- 
25BN 


Monday, 8th April — 

12 35: 8235 Down pass.: X42-X33-1BN-52BRN- 
54ACN-204BS-7BS-226BRS-210AS-19CE 

1700: 8280 Up pass.: XK33-X42-19CE-210AS- 
226BRS-7BS-204BS-54ACN-52BRN-1IBN 


Tuesday, 9th April — 

~ 08 35: 8221 Down pass.: B82-204BS-7BS-226BRS- 
210AS-19CE 
12 25: 8256 Up pass.: B82-19CE-210AS-226BRS- 
7BS-204BS 
12 35: 8235 Down pass.: X31-X43-55BN-56BRN- 
57ACN-205BS-209BS-3BRS-253ACZ-118VBPY 
16 35: 8286 Up pass.: X43-X31-118VBPY- 
253ACZ-3BRS-209BS-205BS-57ACN-56BRN- 
55BN. (GC) 


1351-21 ACN-20BRN- 
B83-16BN-37BRN- 
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SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Skipton goods: On Tues.9.4, T394-T387-12GH- 
78VVBP arrived at Skipton as a Down goods at 10 43. 
The locos shunted the GH wagons into the silo road, 
and recoupled to 78VVBP which was left standing in 
No.1 road. The train departed at 11 30 as T387-T394- 
78VVBP. (GLB) 


Depot visits: 

Sat.4.5: Ballarat East — B75, S315, T7369, Y107. Steam 
D*639. 

Sun.5.5: Ararat — G511, T351, 352, 363, 381, 385, 
393, 395, 400, 401, 406, W263, X46, 53, Y152, 153, 
155, 934, 935. 

Sun.12.5: Ararat — C509, G514, 515, T322, 324, 344, 
352, 363, 393, 395, 401, W263, Y155, 156, 159. 
Sun. 19.5: Ararat — C503, G5S13, 514, T322, 352, 372, 

379, 390, 395, W263, Y153, 159, 940. 

Sun.26.5: Ararat — BL31, T334, 373, 379, 390, 404, 

W263, Y152, 155, 156, 157, 931, 932. (PJM) 


Observations of interest: 

Sat.11.5: C502, 507, T410 — Up Jet, 43=113, 14 30, 
Stawell. 

Sun.12.5: G512 — Up Jet, 16 30, Stawell. 

Mon.20.5: G513, 515, T412 — Down grain, 28=56, 
10 15, Stawell. 

Tues.21.5: $306, B75, T325 — Up grain, 29=58, 
13 35, Ballarat East. 

Wed.22.5: G515, T334, Y158 — Up grain, 34=68, 
11 50, Stawell. 

Thurs.23.5: DRC40, 10IMTH, 34MT, 5SRM — 
Down pass., 08 30, Sunshine. (PJM) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Myrtleford observations: Goods trains ran to 
Myrtleford on the following days during the period 
Wed.17.4 to Tues.14.5. 

Tues.23.4: Down arrived — 1345, T364, VLBY, 
NLCX, VLCX, VBBX, VLCX, ABAA, 3VLCX, 
VBBX, 2VLCX, ABAA, ALFY, VLCX, ALFY, 
2ABBA, ALFY, ABAA, ALFY, 2ABAA, ALAY, 
VLBY, NLCX, 2ALGX, ALFY, VLCX, ALFY, 
ABAA, ZLP. Up departed — T364, T345, 10GY, 
ZLP. 

Fri.26.4: Down arrived — 1394, VOWA, 4GY, 
3ABAA, ALFY, ABAA, ALFY, 3ABAA, VBAY, 
ALBX, 2ALFY, ZLP67. Up departed — T394, 
2ABAA, ALFY, VLCX, ALFY, ABAA, 2VLCX, 
VBBX, 2VLCX, ZLP67. First tobacco loading for 
1985 season. 

Mon.29.4: Down arrived — T321, ALFY, ABAA, 
NLCX, ALFY, ALGX, ABAA, AL?X, ALFY, 
ZLP30. Up departed — T321, ABAA, ALFY, 
VLCX, ALFY, 2ALGX, VLCX, ABAA, VLCX, 
VBBX, VLCX, ZLP30. 

Tues.30.4: Down arrived — T1341, GY, S5VLCX, 
VBBX, ZLP30. Up departed — T341, ABAA, 
AL?X, ALFY, VLCX, VLBY, 2ABAA, ALFY, 
ABAA, 3ALFY, ZLP30. 

Wed.1.5: Down arrived — T345, 4GY, ZLP30. Up 
departed T345, ALFY, 2ABAA, NLCX, VLBY, 
ALAY, ALEX, VBAY, 3ABAA, VOWA, ZLP30. 
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Thurs.2.5: Down arrived — T412, ZLP37. Up departed 
— T412, ABAA, ALFY, ALGX, NLCX, ABAA, 
ALFY, ABAA, ALFY, VBBX, 3VLCX, ZLP37. 

Tues.7.5: Down arrived — Y169, 26Y, ZL. Up 
departed Y169, 2VLCX, 96Y, ZL. (IM) 


North-East observations: 

Sat.4.5: 8305: A62-D310-28BN-29BRN-36ACN. 

Mon.6.5 and Wed.8.5: L257 on Down Jets cross 8652 
ICD at Alumatta standard gauge Loop. 

Fri.10.5: X48 on Up broad gauge goods through No.1 
road Wangaratta at 18 29. Van 38VVDY. 

Sun.12.5: 42218 hauling Up MT car carriers — noted 
passing through Benalla 09 35. 

Mon.13.5: 8321: S302-6BX-268BZ-228BRS-254ACZ- 
D321 Wangaratta 2102/2106 (59/60 late) delay 
believed due to failed headlight (locos replaced?) 

History was created at 21 20 on 13.5, when acting sig- 

nalman Rod MacKenzie inserted Glenrowan - 

Wangaratta electric staff No.14 in the staff exchange 

box at Wangaratta — this was the first occasion that 

the SEB had been used since installation in mid-1983, 

and was used for 9312 goods. 

Tues.14.5: Noted at 0807 was T355 pushing four 
empty VHGY hoppers from the main line into the 
Alumatta sidings for placement at GEB siding. It is 
not a common occurence to see vehicles being 
pushed from Wangaratta to Alumatta, and even 
more unusual to see a T work the sidings. 

Wed.15.5: 42209 on Up standard gauge container train 
crossed 42210 on Down goods waiting at Alumatta 
Loop at 08 04. The Down goods departed at 08 06. 

Thurs.16.5: T385-Y142 on Up goods arr. No.3 road 
Wangaratta then set back along No.3 road towards 
No.3 extension to cross 8321. 

Sat.18.5: 8305: A66-D315-25BN-31BRN-30ACN. 
(DMG) 


‘A’ class at Shepparton: A60 was noted Thurs.25.4, at 
Shepparton on the Down Cobram pass. This is the 
fourth A class run on this line since their introduction. 
Normally this set is hauled by a T class on weekdays 
and an X, P or T class on weekends. (MT) 


Special trains: To help celebrate the official opening 
of the refurbished Wangaratta station which took place’ 
on Sun.28.4, special trains were run between 
Wangaratta and Glenrowan. The set used to run the 
special trains (numbered 8390-8399) was A71-3ACN- 
53BRN-55BN, with the forward journey to Glenrowan 
on most occasions being so well patronised that it was 
standing room only for many passengers. After 
detraining passengers from 8399, the set continued 
light engine to Wodonga where it crossed 8326, B64- 
21ACN-20BRN-19BN-D304 at Springhurst. (DMG) 


METROPOLITAN LINES 


Bayswater goods: The Bayswater goods, which runs | 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, is normally rostered with 
an L class. However, diesel power has appeared several 
times recently. Some of the variations were —_ 
Thurs.21.3: X37 — Thurs.4.4: T409-T321 — 
Thurs.11.4: T377. (GLB) 


Hurstbridge line timetable changes: The new timeta- 
bles introduced from Sun.1.4, involved a number of 
minor changes to the running on the line. The 
weekend Eltham - Hurstbridge shuttle no longer 
exists. We now have ‘through running’ of all 
Hurstbridge trains on the weekend. A reduction of 3. 
minutes, as it is no longer necessary to allow time for. 
people to change trains. For the record, the shuttle ser- | 
vices continued to operate up to the introduction of | 
this timetable, even after the demise of the single car 
Tait. The shuttle service was provided by a 3-car set 
(usually Comeng) and passengers would change from. 
3-car set to another 3-car set to complete their journey. 

The other change worthy of reporting is that the | 
16 51 Mon. to Fri. Down Hurstbridge has reverted to | 
16 50 as it was back in January 1983. The only problem 
is that, as reported in the March 1983 Newsrail, there is 
a 16 50 Down Traralgon and the two trains cross paths. | 
It appears that this time, it is the Traralgon train that | 
has been altered to 1651 although the published | 
timetables do not show this alteration. In 1983 it was | 
the Hurstbridge train that was altered to 1651 as 
reported in Newsrail, April 1983. (PS) 


Y173 tows J550 near Darnum during its delivery to Steamrail after a decade of being preserved at Mirboo 
North. J550 ran a hot ee during the trip from Morwell to Newport and terminated at Longwarry until repairs 
J 


were effected. Sun.19.5.85. (John Dare) 
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Rollingstock 


CARRIAGE ROSTER H3 


New country carriage roster H3 started on 14.4, 
accompanying the new timetables, but there were a 
number of significant changes to carriage working. 
Some amendments occurred on 6.5 and it is the 
amended version of the roster which has been tabu- 
lated. 

The main change has involved alterations to consists 
in S and Z sets. In response to a marketing request that 
car D on the Vinelander have reclining seats, the five 
sets previously marshalled as ACZ-BRS-BZ-BS have 
been split into two groups. Three sets of ACZ-BRS- 
BZ-BZ run to Albury and Mildura, and the other two 
sets have become ACZ-BRS-BS-BS. These are thus 
identical with the sets which have been running the 
Gippslander for some time, and these four sets now 
run to Bairnsdale and Warrnambool, and on a number 
of Geelong trains where the fourth car provides 
welcome extra seating. The Swan Hill train, and the 
morning and midday Albury services are now run with 
N sets. The unique set CD-AS-BRS-BS-BS, previously 


non-airconditioned Bacchus Marsh set will have been 
replaced by the time this article appears in print. This 
leaves the DERMs, MT trailers, and the South Austra- 
lian K cars as the only non-airconditioned vehicles in 
regular passenger service. 

The sets are: 

1-16 ACN-BRN-BN 

17 CD-AK-BKL-BK-BK 

18 CD-AE-BE-BE-BG (airconditioned) 
ACZ-BRS-BS-BS 

25 CD-AS-BRS-BS-BS 

ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ 

DERM 

34 BCPL-BEL-BW-BW-BW-BW 

DRC 

BCH-BH-BTH (short) 

50 BCH-BH-BTH (long) 

As before, the roster shows the time each set leaves 
Spencer St and when it arrives back from a country ter- 
minal. Where double sets are used, the train is shown 
in the listing twice. 


used only on the Warrnambool line, is now restricted Symbols) MO — Monday only 
to Geelong services, and in theory its buffet is never ME — Monday excepted 
used, although in practice it has been sighted on War- FO —_ Friday only 
rnambool services, and on the Sunday Dimboola train. FE — Friday excepted 
In April, the roster included only two wooden non- a empty cars 
airconditioned sets (to Sunbury and Bacchus Marsh) F- Flinders St 
but the Sunbury became an H set in the May amend- D— Dandenong 
ments (hence the unusual roster in which this set does FK —_ Frankston 
not interchange with others) and it is likely that the last (SRMcL) 
RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
1 Cob. 09 30 Cob. 09 48 
1210 = Abb. 20 02 1230 Ball. 16 25 at Cobram 
2130 Geel. 1815 Ball. 
Forms 8 Forms 3 Forms 1 
2 Dim. 11 22 Dim. 11 20 
1235  W’bool 2105 1350 Bgo. at Dimboola 
2330 =Geel. 
Forms 11 Forms 8 Forms 2 
3 Ball. 08 25 Ball. 09 25 Ball. 10 35 
0905 —Ball. 13 33 1825 Wbool 1315 Ball. 18 26 
1543 Tgon 20 56 1915 Ball. 
2125 T’gon 
Forms 14 Forms 16 Forms 3 
4 Ball. 09 26 Ball. 13 32 Alb. 18 47 
1726 =©Dim. 1825 W bool 1945 _Bgo. 
Forms 2 Forms 9 Forms 5 
5 Bgo. 09 05 Bgo. 09 05 0950 ~=— Alb. 20 43 
0950 = Bgo. 16 00 2135 Geel. 
1644S. Geel 
Geel. 2145* (FO) 
Forms 9 Forms 6 Forms 10 
6 S. Hill 1100 S. Hill 1100 09 50 Alb. 20 43 
1615 Ball. 20 43 1810 S. Hill 2135 Geel. 
2130 Geel. (FE) 
Forms 7 Forms 11 Forms 9 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
7 S. Geel. 0752 0825 Dim. 18 25 0950 Cob. 20 02 
0815 Dim. 18 38 2035 Geel. 
1930 Alb. (FO) 
Forms 16 Forms 5 Forms 11 
8 S. Geel. 07 52 Geel. 06 35 0935 ~~ =«S.. Hill 21 06 
0840 W’bool 1537 0835 W’bool 1600 2235 = Geel. 
1651F T’gon 1715 Tgon 
Forms 13 Forms 12 Forms 8 
9 Geel. 08 14 0810 = Alb. 19 45 W’bool = 20 13 
1440 S.Geel. 1724 
1812 Cob. 
Forms | Forms 7 Forms 12 
10 Geel. 08 14 0835 Bgo. 13 03 0935 _ S. Hill 21 06 
1250 Shepp. 1850 1755 Dim. 2235 ~=Geel. 
1930 Ball. 
Forms 3 Forms 2 Forms 7 
11 S. Geel. 0731 Geel. 06 35 
0810 = Alb. 16 20 0700 Geel. 09 35 
1744 _ ‘S. Hill 1000 Geel. 12 35 at Swan Hill 
1300 Geel. 15 30 
1600 Geel. 18 35 
Forms 6 Forms 10 Forms 6 
12 0415* Wel. (MO) Wel. 06 58D T’gon 10 33 
Wel. 06 53D 07 45D T’gon 1231 1700 T’gon 
07 25D T’gon 11 58 
1230 ‘Ball. 16 28 
1747 ‘Ball. 
Forms 4 Forms 13 Forms 14 
13 T’gon 08 24F T’gon 08 40 1615 Ball. 
0900F T’gon 15 57 0910 Shepp. 1747 
1644 S. Geel. 1810 Cob. 
Geel. 21 45* (FO) 
Forms 10 Forms | Forms 4 
14 T’gon 09 30 T’gon 19 05 
1000 = Geel. 12 35 at Traralgon 1935 T’gon 
1520 S.Geel. 1805 
1830 = Bgo. 
Forms 5 Forms 14 Forms 13 
15 0450 T’gon 1118 Bgo. 10 10 
1245 Wel. 16 45F at Bendigo 1610 = Bgo. 
1750F Wel. 
Forms 12 Forms 15 Forms 16 
16 B’go 0712 (MO) W’bool 2013 
0805 ~=Bgo. 13 05 at Albury 
1347 T’gon 19 28 
2020 ~=Bgo. (FO) 
Forms 15 Forms 4 Forms 15 
17 S. Geel. 08 53 
1543 B. Marsh 17 49 at Geelong at Geelong 
1810S. Geel. 
Forms 17 Forms 17 Forms 17 
18 0555  S. Geel. 0841 0935 ~~ Geel. 13 06 
0900 = S. Geel. 1130 at Spencer St 1405 ~~ Geel. 17 06 
1200 S.Geel. 1441 (FO) 1735 ~~ Geel. 2131 
1710 S. Geel. 2032 
Geel. 
Forms 18 Forms 18 Forms 18 
21 Geel. 07 40 Geel. 07 42 09 35 Bairns. 20 38 
0826 Bairns. 1730 0826 Bairns. 1724 21 25* Geel. 
1805  Bairns. 1805 Bairns. 
Forms 22 Forms 22 Forms 21 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
22 Bairns. 1002 Bairns. 1006 
1100 Geel. 13 30 1227 T’gon 18 39 at Bairnsdale 
1400 S.Geel. 1654 
1800  W’bool 
Forms 23 Forms 21 Forms 22 
23 W’bool 1010 W’bool 1010 Geel. 09 06 
1100 Geel. 13 30 0930 Dim. 20 28 
1656 Geel. 19 4] 1400 Geel. 16 35 
1700 Geel. 19 30 21 25* Geel. 
2030 ~=Geel. 2130 Geel. 
Forms 24 Forms 24 Forms 24 
24 S. Geel. 0707 Geel. 08 40 Geel. 11 06 
0800 S.Geel. 1041 0900 Geel. 11 30 1205 Geel. 15 06 
1300 Geel. 15 30 1200 Geel. 14 35 1605 Geel. 18 28 
1600 S.Geel. 1846 1500 Geel. 17 30 1855  W’bool 
1915 Geel. 22 06 1800 S. Geel. 2106 
2230 ~=Geel. 2330 Geel. 
Forms 21 Forms 23 Forms 23 
25 S. Geel. 06 32 0800 Geel. 
0654 S. Geel. 0941 S. Geel. 1035 
1200 Geel. 1441 (FE) 1900 Geel. at Geelong 
1738  S. Geel. 
Geel. 20 50* (FO) 
Forms 25 Forms 25 Forms 25 
26 Alb. 10 05 Alb. 1007 Alb. 10 45 
1350 Bgo. 19 10 1830 Bgo. 1805 Alb. 
Forms 28 same day Forms 28 Forms 26 
27 Mild. 07 00 Mild. 07 00 depart Mildura 2155 
1715. Alb. 1750 Alb. 
Forms 26 Forms 26 Forms 27 
28 2150 = Mild. arrive Mildura 07 40 Bgo. 19 13 
2150 = Mild. 
Forms 27 Forms 27 Forms 27 
30 0545  Sunb. 07 49 0710 Sey. 1127 
0810 Sunb. 10 20 
1405 B. Marsh 16 58 at Spencer St 
1835 B. Marsh 
B. Marsh 2107 (FE) 
Forms 32 Forms 32 Forms 30 
31 B. Marsh 06 45 B. Marsh 07 30 
| 0710 = Sunb. 09 30 1235 B. Marsh 
1602 Sunb. 18 00 at Bacchus Marsh 
1915 Sunb. 20 56 
2120 Sunb. 22 56 
Forms 30 Forms 31 Forms 31 
32 0455 Sunb. 06 34 B. Marsh 08 30 
0700 Sey. 1127 
1305 Sey. 1718 at Spencer St 
1758 B. Marsh 21 07 
2135  B. Marsh 
Forms 31 Forms 30 Forms 32 
34 B. Marsh 07 52 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
| 1700 _B. Marsh 
Forms 34 Forms 34 Forms 34 
37 Sey. 07 21 0750 Kyn. 11 45 
0810  Kyn. 11 40 1245 Kyn. 16 44 at Seymour 
1630 Sey. 1830 Sey. 
Sey. 2034 (FO) 
| 2055 Sey. (FO) 
Forms 39 Forms 39 Forms 37 
I 38 Stony Point service Stony Point service at Crib Point 
Forms 38 Forms 38 Forms 38 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
39 Sey. 08 00 Sey. 08 28 
1S10 = Kyn. 18 33 0905  B. Marsh 11 42 at Seymour 
1850 Sey. 1230 Sey. 
Sey. 2223 (FO) 
Forms 37 Forms 37 Forms 39 
On Mon. and Thurs. Runs 38 and 39 change over. 
09 43* from Spencer St 
10 55* from Frankston 
40 Kyn. 0712 (ME) 0910F S. Point 1206FK 
0753. +B. Marsh 10 40 at Kyneton 16 30FK S. Point 19 20F 
1620  B. Marsh 
Forms 41 (FO forms 45) Forms 42 Forms 40 
4] B. Marsh 08 19 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1729 Sey. 
Forms 43 Forms 41 Forms 41 
42 Kyn. 08 39 Kyn. 08 20 
0945 Leon. 18 10 at Kyneton 
1826 = Leon. 
Forms 44 Forms 40 Forms 42 
43 Sey. 08 27 
0955  B. Marsh 12 24 at Seymour at Seymour 
1245 Kyn. 16 50 
1709 Kyn. 
Forms 45 (FO forms 40) Forms 43 Forms 43 
44 Leon. 09 09 Leon. 09 19 Leon 19 43 
1750 = Kyn. 0947 Leon. 18 07 20 10 Leon. 
1826 Leon. 
Forms 42 Forms 44 Forms 44 
45 Kyn. 08 07 
0905 Shepp. 1505 (FO) at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1640 Kyn. . < 
Forms 40 (FO forms 41) Forms 45 Forms 45 
46 0625 Sunb. 08 17 
1719  Sunb. 19 35 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
Forms 46 Forms 46 Forms 46 
50 B. Marsh 07 30 
0905 Shepp. 1505 (FE) at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1724 B. Marsh 
Forms 50 Forms 50 Forms 50 


Re-dedication ceremony: V/Line conducted a re- 
dedication ceremony of the former B60 Harold W 
Clapp as A60 Sir Harold Clapp at Spencer St Tue on 
7.5.85 during which the nameplates on both ends were 
unveiled by the combined efforts of Tom Roper the 
new Minister for Transport, and Harold Clapp Jnr the 
son of the late Sir Harold Clapp on platform | at 12 45. 

A presentation was then made by the Minister of 
one of the polished and mounted original nameplates 
from B60 to Mr Clapp, together with a framed colour 
photograph of the original locomotive to mark the 
occasion. 

Guests at the ceremony were then hustled aboard 
inspection car Norman attached to the rear of the N set 
worked by A60 on the 13 00 (No.8237) to Geelong 
stopper, to enjoy refreshments en route. On arrival at 
the platform, Norman car was shunted to the rear of 
the set by Y class pilot, which was then worked back to 
Spencer St by A60 as the 14 30 (No.8248) semi-fast 
service. 

Senior officers of V/Line who travelled on the train 
entertained the guests en route. Unfortunately Mr 
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Clapp was unable to travel to Geelong and return. 
(JLB) 

Overland combinations: X and S combinations are not 
always the motive power on the Overland. X53 and 
X45 did the honours ex Melbourne on Sat.18.5 and on 
Sun.19.5, AN unit 937 led 938 into Spencer St arriving 
at 09 25. (RB) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 

Last month’s answer: A Dynamic Brake is fitted to 
most main line diesel electric locos. The traction 
motors are used as generators and so produce a retard- 
ing force to control the train. The electricity generated 
is dissipated by fan-cooled resistors. 

A Regenerative Brake is fitted to electric locomo- 

tives and is similar in principle to the Dynamic Brake, 
but returns the electricity generated back to the over- 
head. 
This month’s question: Gardiner’s Creek Road and 
Greville Street were stations on the Melbourne and 
Suburban Railway Company last century. What are 
their present day names? 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Southern Aurora — slight delay: On Mon.13.5, 
44227 hauling 8612 Up Southern Aurora arrived at 
Bunbury St tunnel at 08 29, 16 minutes early, where it 
waited to cross 8661 Down /ntercapital Daylight hauled 
by 42205. 44227 was unable to haul the Aurora any 
further owing to a fire in the traction motor. Assistance 
was required from 42215 which was at South Dynon. 
Departure from Bunbury St was at 09 13, with arrival 
at Spencer St at 09 22. (RB) 


Gas stops trains: Train services between Wangaratta 
and Albury were stopped for 12 hours on Thurs.2.5, as 
a result of the truck collision at Chiltern. Immediately 
the leaking gas was discovered police called a halt to all 
rail movements with trains due to pass through the 
path of drifting gas. The line is about half a kilometre 
from the highway at Black Dog Creek, the scene of the 
crash. 

One train was halted in mid-journey between 
Springhurst and Chiltern while others were held at 


Wangaratta and Albury. North-bound passengers were 

off-loaded at Wangaratta and bussed to Albury while 

south bound passengers on the Spirit of Progress were 

plilonice at Albury and taken direct to Melbourne by 
us. 

At Wangaratta urgent freight was off-loaded onto 
road trucks and sent to Albury. The Wahgunyah goods 
train had to be cancelled while the tobacco train from 
Myrtleford was delayed on its way to Melbourne 
because of congestion in Wangaratta. 

However, by midday on Thursday trains were begin- 
ning to move again, travelling between Springhurst 
and Barnawartha at reduced speed. Two goods trains in 
Wangaratta were joined to make one of the longest 
trains to move up the line for many years. Empty 
passenger trains were sent to Albury for the return 
trips to Melbourne. (Chronicle) 

The Southern Auroraand Spirit of Progress were also 
combined to run empty to Melbourne. [Editor.] 


Above: P16-T383-T357-T353 wait at Kensington with the 1105 Down Seymour Goods as DRC 43 overtakes 


with the 12 35 Down Seymour Pass. Sat.26.1.85. 


Below: Usually rostered on Grain or Express Goods trains in the west of Victoria, G512 makes a surprise 
appearance at Bacchus Marsh on the 15 24 Down Pass. Tues.4.6.85. (Both photos John Dare) 
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Above: Due to problems with R766, R761 was used by 
‘Steam Age’ to run the inaugral trip of the Me/bourne Limited, 
seen here on Macedon Bank. Sat.15.6.85. (Graham Withers) 


Below: On its first outing R766 ‘City of Bendigo’, nears 
Digger’s Rest with the Me/bourne Limited trip to Bendigo and 
return. Wed.9.6.85. (John Buckland) 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc 


Nobody noticed, except one: Okay all you keen railfans 
out there, hands up who noticed anything strange 
about the caption relating to the front cover of March 
issue of Newsrail? Judging from our mail, only one 
person picked the (deliberate?) mistake. The caption 
should have read Middle Footscray and not West 
Footscray. (Well done AJ.) 


Letter to the Editor: The alleged achievement of all 
morning trains being ‘on time’ on Thurs.10 Jan. (Age 
‘Odd Spot’ 11 Jan. and Newsrail, p 127, April), must 
be looked at in context. 

The fact is that many trains had been cancelled due 
to the so called ‘holiday timetable’. For example, 
Frankston line services were only one-third of normal 
n both peaks. With changed destinations and routes, 
this caused late arrivals at work and home, com- 
sounded when trains still scheduled were cancelled. 
Crowding was the norm, particularly on the 17 04 to 
Frankston — after a 26 minute gap. 

‘Take away’ details of the inadequate services — 
which lasted 4 weeks (a month), were not available to 
he public, and afternoon peak details were virtually a 
secret. Needless to say, the enforced rearranged travel 
imes of commuters, often standing instead of sitting, 
were not compensated by a two-thirds reduction in fare 


sost or some other cheaper ‘holiday’ fare. (OHB) 


Above: It has been a long time since the concrete post at the 34 mile mark has reverberated to the rumble of a 

| train. However, the marker is still in good condition and should prove to be a landmark for hikers on the walking 
track that is to follow the route of the long dismantled Lilydale-Warburton Railway. The countryside along the 
Yarra Valley is still as picturesque as it was in the days when Walker Rail Motors plied the line. (Jim Foley 


Below: V/Line’s new EM 100 Plasser track recording car waits at Caulfield on Sat.8.6.85, whilst testing the 
overhead pantograph equipment. The car can test at speeds up to 80 km/h and operate signals. See May issue, 
page 152. (John Dare) 
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35 TODD STREET 


BoE: A N ( P.O. BOX 1013 

ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
FLEA RT OEMS Sr Preteen 
NOW AVAILABLE... 


79. ~+«2Lhe World 
AINc Guide to 
Model Trains 


4 $25.00 


When We 
Rode the Rails 


$28.00 


Quaslal 
Railways 9} .scowones 

Locomotives § 1989 

1983 $1.90 


Rail 
Preservation in 
Australia $8.95 


The Country 
Railway in 


Australia Early 
$9.95 Trams of | 
Sydney | 
S4.95 jy ~~ 


PACKING AND POSTAGE: $1.50 
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P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


=or details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 195. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway and 
Transport History. Anchorage Bookshop, The Basement, 
353 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 62 3047. 
3usiness Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. Sat. 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 


Jue to change in interests, numerous publications, signal- 
jing diagrams and all signalling equipment for sale. Send 
SSAE for details to Daryl M. Gregory, 5 Goodwin Court, 
Nangaratta, 3677. 


N Scale Rivarossi Steam Locomotives: Big Boys, Mal- 
et’s, Mikado’s, Pacific’s. Write for full list to Dept NRM — 
2.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 
3437. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


| DETAILS: A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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Transport House 


Ground Floor 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 
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TEE ENGINE SEED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


r- 
| 
I 
I 
I 
] Phone: (03) 890 7027 
l 
I Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 
r 


| 

I = — 

YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
| HOBBY CENTRE 
I 
I 
I 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm bile -THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


| TRAIN WORLD 


I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. ! 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
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HOBBYCRAFT 


| 
| 
for Model Railways 1 
“N" GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
| 
| 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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ARHS 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 1 - 5 p.m. 


Also open Wednesdays, 2 - 4 p.m. 
during school holidays. 


$1 Adults 50¢ Children 


Weekday visits by Schools, 
Kindergartens, etc. arranged — 


telephone 596 3249 
or write to Secretary 
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Want to know more 
about Australian Railways? 


Two ‘Double Fairlie” 
locomotives were 
built in 1879. 


Xe \'\ 


van 


\ 


Canberra-Sydney XPT in Southern N.S.W. 


Take out a 12 month subscription 
to ‘NETWORK for only $12! 


Posted anywhere in Australia, a NETWORK subscription can bring a great deal of pleasure 
to the railway enthusiast. 

NETWORK is full of colour and interest, and is the only official magazine of Railways of 
Australia. Makes an ideal gift too! 

NETWORK is published quarterly, in March, June, September and December. 
Send the coupon now to: 


Circulation Manager, ‘NETWORK’, Railways of Australia Committee, 
325 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000. 


Please mail ‘NETWORK’ for 12 months to: 


Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $12* being annual subscription. 
("AS16 SURFACE MAIL OVERSEAS) 
L 
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